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The Pharisees were what we would call “church-going people.” 
They went to synagogue weekly and so did Jesus.  They 
observed the Jewish Law to the letter. 
One would think that Jesus would have admired their version of 
holiness, but He did not.  He was not impressed by their external 
reverence, or their moral uprightness.  He considered it to be 
self-righteousness rather than Godly righteousness.  The 
Pharisees had the most trouble in accepting Jesus and His 
“brand” of religion.  They were too smug for Jesus’ tastes.  Yet, 
He did not avoid them. When invited to their homes, He went 
anyway, knowing that He was being set up to be scrutinized and 
criticized, even trapped into being labeled a “heretic”. 
At the same time Jesus did not play their games.  Their “holier 
than thou” judgmental attitude towards people, whom they 
considered beneath them, really annoyed Jesus.  When they tried 
to trap Him into some error, Jesus would turn the situation 
around and expose their evil intentions, attitudes and practices 
for what they really were; hypocrisy. 
The Gospel for today was just such an occasion.  Jesus was 
invited to the house of a Pharisee for a meal. Jesus accepted, 
knowing full well he was being set up.  The Pharisees were 
jockeying for position and scrambling for the seats of honor. 
 First it seems funny, but when you think about it, it’s sort of sad 
that such people are so insecure within themselves that a chair’s 
place, or a place in line, is so important to their self-worth.  We 



are just as insecure, but we have enough sense to hide it. 
Jesus is certainly not recommending that we pretend to be 
humble, while remaining proud underneath.  He requires that we 
be truly humble, meaning that we see everyone’s self worth the 
way God does.  It does not matter to God what our social or 
economic status might be.  All his children are worthwhile to 
Him, and that is so because of Him, not because of us.  We 
cannot earn our worth before God.  It is given.  We can reject it, 
neglect it, tarnish it, try to trash it, but we cannot really lose it. 
The Pharisees were smug and self-righteousness causing them to 
look down upon the poor, the disabled, the outcast and sinners. 
 They would never invite such people to dinner, or associate 
with them.  The irony was that this Pharisee had invited Jesus, 
who had no home to invite him back to in return, for dinner! 
 Jesus response to the invitation was, “Why not invite more 
people like me into your home?” 

For us, real generosity will actually be repaid, if not in this life, 
then in the next.  Being kind to people who will repay us, or can 
repay us, is not real charity.  If that is the level and quality of our 
generosity, it is sort of like, “you scratch my back and I will 
scratch yours.”  Real generosity says, “I do for you because I 
owe everything to God, who really owns everything I have, and 
I want to show Him my appreciation.” 

Our place in the world is not determined by where we sit, or 
what our title is, but where we stand before God as His children. 
 People who overestimate their own worth, underestimate the 
worth of all others.  Real generosity is giving to those who 
cannot give back. 
Humility is simply having the same opinion of ourselves as God 
has of us.  Jesus has told us that true greatness consists in service 
to others. However, if we serve the poor, but still look down on 



them as less worthy, less important, less human than ourselves, 
we are not truly humble. 
“Poor” is an economic term, not a religious one, unless, of 
course, we mean “poor in spirit.”  Many people help the “poor” 
but also look down on them.  Indeed, helping the “poor” gives 
them an even greater sense of pride in themselves.  Associating 
with the poor does not produce the attitude of a feeling of 
superiority, rather it leaks out at the most unexpected times and 
places, such as when a “poor” person is honored and we get to 
feeling really deserve that honor more than that person.
 During holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas, oddly, 
never at Easter, we frequently see on TV, and read in the news 
about churches sponsoring a big meal for the “poor.”  Why is 
that news?  Because that is the only time these churches do so. 
 Are not the “poor,” hungry every day?  Who cares for them and 
feeds them the day after Thanksgiving and Christmas and all the 
days after that?  This display of public generosity, supposedly a 
sign of caring for the poor, is really an indictment against many 
Christian communities who dedicate too small an amount of 
time and money to serve the “poor.”  It indicates just how truly 
poor many Christian communities are, poor not economically, 
but “poor” in what matters to God. 
Jesus does not forbid throwing parties for one’s friends.  He 
commands that we also do the same for those who really need a 
meal each and every day.  If it is an every day occurrence it will 
not make the news because it is the good news in action, not a 
rare event, but a real one. Each one of us needs to see to it that 
we are supporting those who cannot return the favor.  We do so, 
not only to help meet their needs, but to meet our own needs as 
well.  When Christ is alive in us, we simply need to share with 
others. 



When we see hypocrisy in others, it serves a good purpose if it 
points out the same hypocrisy in ourselves.  Jesus did not merely 
condemn the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.  He used their 
examples to help others, including us, to see the same attitudes, 
tendencies and actions in our own lives, and do something about 
it.  No doubt, Jesus also wanted to give the Pharisees as many 
chances to reform their lives as He gives the rest of us. Jesus 
dealt with hypocrisy by calling it by its right name and, at the 
same time, not rejecting the hypocrite.  If we turn up our noses 
at hypocrites, then we have to turn up our noses at ourselves as 
well.  Jesus judged behavior, but not people.  He wants us to do 
the same. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


