
 
DAY OF PENTECOST 

 

 
Acts 2:1-21; John 14:15-17; 25-27 
 

A question that Anglicans are often asked by members of the 
more charismatic churches is, “Do you believe in the Holy 
Spirit”?  Most Anglicans will respond with “Of course I do! I’m 
a Christian, aren’t I”? 

One of the basic doctrines of Christianity is a belief in the 
Trinity; that the one true God is revealed in three persons: 
Father, Son and, last but not least, Holy Spirit.  There are some 
members of the Anglican church to which we belong, who do 
not believe in the Holy Spirit.  It is not that they don’t believe in 
the Holy Trinity, rather, they have misgivings or maybe 
misunderstandings, about certain worship practices involving 
the Holy Spirit in the worship practises of the more charismatic 
churches . 
On Sundays we say “I believe in the Holy Spirit” as part of our 
Affirmation of Faith.  However all too often main line 
Christians, like ourselves, are uncomfortable talking about the 
Holy Spirit. 
That may be because too many Christians really don’t know 
what the Holy Spirit is.  Some associate the Holy Spirit with 
emotionalism, or ways of worshiping, that we are not 
accustomed to.  But God’s Holy Spirit is more than the worship 
practices of one group and it includes much more than just the 
emotions.  So, for today let us consider the question, “What is 
the Holy Spirit”? 

First of all, what did Jesus say about the Holy Spirit?  As Jesus 



was preparing His disciples for His death He told them of the 
Holy Spirit.  Jesus said He will ask the Father and He would 
give them another advocate, the Holy Spirit.  An advocate is one 
to stands by us in times of trouble or adversity.  An advocate is 
also someone who helps and gives aid and support.  Jesus goes 
on to say that this advocate will teach them everything, and 
remind them of everything He had said to them.  So it is the 
Holy Spirit that helped the Apostles, and eventually others, to 
tell and write down their accounts of Jesus’ life.  It is also the 
Holy Spirit that helps us understand the Bible and apply it to our 
lives. 
So the Holy Spirit gives us help and understanding, but it is also 
the source of the peace that Jesus says He gives His followers. 
 This peace is not like the peace that the world gives. The peace 
of mind that the world offers is based on human understandings 
and abilities.  But the peace the Holy Spirit give is a peace that 
is beyond human understanding.  It is the peace of mind and 
calmness that we have, even in the case of events we do not 
fully understand and cannot control. 
Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit was fulfilled on the day 
we celebrate today, the Day of Pentecost.  After rising from the 
dead,  Jesus appeared to His disciples for forty days. Then Jesus 
ascended into heaven and ten days later on the Day of Pentecost, 
God sent the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit came upon the disciples like a mighty rushing 
wind and flames of fire appeared and rested on each of them. 
 Then they went out into the streets and began to speak in 
different languages and people from many different nations 
heard the apostles speaking to them in their native languages. 
Now some people say that the Apostles here are speaking in 
tongues. But this is a different situation than what is referred to 



as “speaking in tongues” in other places in the Bible.  The term 
“speaking in tongues” usually refers to speaking in the language 
of the spirit.  In Paul’s writings “speaking in tongues” is 
speaking in a non-human language that the Spirit speaks through 
people as an aid to prayer and as a sign to unbelievers.  On the 
day of Pentecost the Apostles were not speaking the language of 
the Spirit, they were speaking human languages by the Holy 
Spirit.  People of many languages, who were non-believers, 
were hearing them and understanding what they were saying. 
 By the power of God’s Holy Spirit, the Apostles were given an 
ability to speak foreign language so that everyone would hear 
the Good News of Jesus and believe. 
Some of us here may have wanted to tell someone else about 
Jesus, but just didn’t know how?  Maybe we tried, and it seemed 
like we were speaking a foreign language to them: they just 
didn’t understand.  For instance how do we tell people outside 
the church that they need to accept Christ to have abundant life. 
 Sometimes, when Christians try to speak to the world it is as if 
we are speaking a foreign language.  They look at us as if we are 
babbling on in a foreign language.  It’s the Holy Spirit that helps 
us at such times.  Through the Holy Spirit, God gives us the 
ability to communicate across those barriers. 
What is the Holy Spirit?  It’s God's presence with us.  God’s 
Holy Spirit is with us to be an advocate and aid.  It’s the Holy 
Spirit that give us understanding of God’s Word.  It’s the Holy 
Spirit that gives us power and strength.  It’s the Holy Spirit that 
gives us the gifts we need to carry out the ministry that God has 
planned for each of us. 
So do we believe in the Holy Spirit?  Some do because they 
have experienced it!  Some have experienced that presence of 
God in their life. some have experienced an unexplained 



strength through times of difficulty.  That strength came not 
from themself, but from God’s presence through the Holy Spirit. 
Some have experienced the presence of God so that they may be 
an instrument of God’s grace. 
Many Christians still don’t know that God has given them a 
helper, an advocate. They think that they have to live the 
Christian life on their own.  But we don’t have to do it alone. 
 God has given us an advocate, a helper, a teacher.  But it’s up to 
us to accept that helper.  Then God’s power will work within us 
and our life.  Everyone here should open their hearts and minds 
to God’s presence in their life.  That presence is called the Holy 
Spirit. 
We are already a Christian, so pray to God about receiving the 
holy Spirit, if we haven’t already done so, the one who helps us 
in the here and now to live for Christ.  Accept the advocate, the 
Holy Spirit that Jesus has sent to give us strength and guidance 
in our walk with God. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


