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A lot of people really don’t believe that prayer does anything. 
 Some people say, “I prayed for something in the past and, 
nothing happened, my prayer wasn’t answered”.  Many of us 
have probably made what seemed like a reasonable request 
through prayer.  However, despite a genuine and deeply felt 
belief that God would grant our request, nothing happened. 
Of course many of us have learned that, like a loving parent, 
God does not grant requests that would harm us or someone 
else.  If God granted all our requests, God would be stuck doing 
some very ungodly things.  God only gives the best to us.  Yet 
we have all had experiences that made us question, if not reject, 
the power of prayer. 
Some people actually have religious reasons for believing that 
prayer doesn’t do anything.  After all, who are we to tell God 
what to do anyway.  God is the Almighty, and we are just pesky 
little humans.  And what are our requests in the face of the huge 
universal problems that God faces. 
Some think that the universe is on automatic pilot, and that God 
doesn’t really interact with it.  They argue that praying only 
serves to ease the conscience of the one praying.  God has given 
us the ability to right the wrongs and heal the diseases, if we will 
only do it.  They argue that praying to God to do it, is only a 
waste of time.  Some think that God will do what is best, no 



matter what we do.  God is good, right.  Then why should I 
bother to ask God to save the lost, feed the hungry, and heal the 
sick.  God will do it anyway! 

There are a lot of reasons to believe that prayer is not effective, 
but, there is one very good reason to believe that it is effective. 
 That one reason is: Jesus taught his disciples to pray always, 
and not to lose heart. The Son of God, Jesus Christ, believed in 
prayer.  He taught His disciples to pray always.  Not just to pray 
when it seemed right, but always.  Not just when the chips were 
down, or if nothing else worked, but always.  Not just when the 
problem was big enough, or important enough, to warrant God’s 
assistance, but in every situation.  And Jesus told them not to 
lose heart.  That means that the answer may be delayed enough 
that some would lose heart.  But Jesus said, “Don’t give up”. 
To drive home the point, Jesus told a story about an unjust 
judge.  In the town where this judge presided, there was a widow 
who had no money or wealth.  She had no man to speak up for 
her, in an age when only men’s voices were respected.  But she 
sought justice. Well the judge had nothing to gain from her.  She 
couldn’t pay him anything.  She couldn’t influence powerful 
people to bless him.  So he refused to listen to her.  The climax 
of the story is that the widow finally pestered the judge into 
hearing her case and giving her justice. 
We are like that woman, but God is not like that judge.  Like that 
woman, we are powerless and in need of help.  Good people, 
God’s people, demand justice in this world.  We long to be free 
from the injustices of life that hold us down.  Alone, we are 
unable to change these things.  Like the widow, we do not have 
the means of righting these wrongs.  We cannot save ourselves, 
either from our own sin, or from the sins of others. 
Unlike the judge in Jesus’ story, God is good!  That judge cared 



nothing for the woman.  But God cares for each of us.  God 
cares enough to send His Son to die for us.  The unjust judge 
may not have listened, but our Most Just Judge, God Almighty, 
will listen and respond with mercy and justice. 
Don’t misunderstand the point of Jesus’ parable!  Jesus is not 
saying we can, or should, badger God into giving us what we 
want.  He is saying that, because of our faith in God’s goodness, 
we should call on God without ceasing.  He is also saying that 
when we faithfully pray, God hears and responds.  If the unjust 
judge would respond to the widow, then certainly the Most Just 
Judge will respond when the faithful call. 
God hears our prayers, but the truth is that sometimes it seems to 
take a long time for God to say something back.  In those times, 
praying is an act of faith.  It is a visible action that demonstrates 
faith.  Praying puts into action the belief that there is a God.  It 
demonstrates the faith that God is good and just.  Praying is an 
act of faith that says, “God hears and responds to my needs”. 
 Prayer also proclaims, “God is my hope and my source of 
salvation”. 
Sometimes God’s response is long in coming because the time is 
not right for us to receive what we are praying for.  But Christ 
tells us to not lose heart and to persist in prayer. 
Sometimes persistence in prayer leads us to God’s will.  In the 
beginning, we may be praying for what we think is right, but in 
God’s eyes it is not.  By constantly bringing that need before 
God, we allow the Holy Spirit to work on us.  In the end the 
result is not only an answer to our deeper needs, but an 
understanding of God’s true will. 
Christians have often prayed persistently in the face of adversity. 
From the earliest years, Christians prayed those familiar words, 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done”.  And yet, year after 



year, the kingdom didn’t come, and the world ridiculed the 
persistent Christians.  Through the centuries, in unnumbered 
languages, Christians have continued to pray for the kingdom 
and God’s will to be realized.  They did this, even though the 
kingdom was delayed so long.  They persisted, even though 
most people didn’t even care what God’s will was, much less do 
it. 
When Jesus returns, will He find such faith?  Will He find 
people earnestly and persistently praying, or will He find a 
people who have lost heart, and only mouth prayers that they do 
not really believe in? 

Keep praying, keep praying always.  God hears and God 
answers.  God’s word, not someone else’s word, but God’s word 
for us today is “Pray always and do not lose heart”. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


