
 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 
Luke 10:25-37 
 

A man who is well versed in Old Testament law asked Jesus a 
question because he wanted to trick Jesus into saying something 
that would point out that He was a false teacher.  “What must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” is the first question that the lawyer 
asks Jesus.  The answer is simple.  It comes straight from the 
Old Testament. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind”; and “Love your neighbour as you love yourself”. Jesus 
congratulates the lawyer for this answer, saying: “Do this and 
you will live”. 
But the lawyer isn’t going to let Jesus get away with simply 
quoting the “love God and love your neighbor” rule, so he asks, 
“Tell me, who is my neighbour?  Is it that unruly child who lives 
up my street, or that annoying person living next door?   Is it 
that homeless person who annoys passers-by asking for money 
for a sandwich?   Is my neighbour the hungry mother and her 
child halfway around the world?"  The lawyer continues, “I am 
confused by the immense range of possibilities which this 
commandment places before me, Jesus of Nazareth!  All this 
must be cleared up first, Jesus of Nazareth, before I can begin to 
love my neighbor in a concrete way.  Tell me now, who is my 
neighbor?" 

The lawyer probably didn’t really want to know what the answer 
was.  He wanted a precise definition of the meaning of the word 
“neighbor”, and so long as everyone kept discussing, there was 



no need to get serious about doing anything.  Maybe he was 
hoping that Jesus would draw a line between those who were 
“neighbors” and those who were to be ignored.  In this way he 
could feel quite justified in ignoring certain types of people like 
lepers, or tax collectors, or those hopelessly sinners.  Whatever 
the lawyer’s motives were, Jesus took the opportunity to make 
this a teaching moment. 
Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan and ends with a 
reversal of the question of who my neighbor is when He asks: 
“Who among these, the priest, Levite and Samaritan had 
behaved as a neighbor?”  Was it the priest, a man dedicated to 
serving God in the temple, who most likely had just come from 
the temple since he was going down that road? Was it the Levite, 
a teacher of the Law, someone who surely knew what was right 
and wrong?  Was it the Samaritan, an outsider, not considered 
part of God’s family, ignored and snobbed by people like the 
priest and the Levite?  In fact, this stranger would have had 
every cause to just walk on by for this very reason. 
The teacher of the Law must have found it terribly hard to say 
out loud, “The person who had been a true neighbor to the dying 
man in the ditch was the one who had been kind to him – the 
Samaritan”. 
This story inspires Christians to help and show concern for those 
in desperate need, those “out there”, those in other countries, the 
poor, the starving, the homeless, the refugee and so on. 
 Generally we are very good at supporting “the neighbor” 
through PWRDF.  In many cases, people think all that’s required 
is some of our money, which is a good thing. 
However, our neighbor is also the person right here in our 
community, whom we often see, whom we often ignore, whom 
we often don’t want to associate with, whom we try to avoid 



because we know that it will cost us money and time.  Perhaps 
the neighbor who needs us at this time is the person sitting in 
front of us, behind us, next to us.  Too often we look to far away 
places to find people whom we can be a neighbor to, and 
overlook those who are right under our noses. 
We don’t have to look too far to find people who are longing for 
some kind of human warmth, people in our family, among our 
friends and relatives, those in our neighborhood, and there will 
always be those strangers looking for compassion and kindness. 
This story about the Good Samaritan is one that has been 
preached on, taught and told many times, but it is a story that is 
often stumble over because in it we see just how many times we 
have crossed to the other side of the road and walked on, 
pretending that we didn’t see the pain, the need, the hurt, 
because we knew that stopping would cost us something, maybe 
energy, money, time - a priceless item these days. 
This parable hits us hard as it defines what kind of neighbors we 
ought to be.  Neighbors who ignore boundaries and labels that 
separate people.  Neighbors who let nothing stand in the way of 
compassion and love.  Neighbors who are willing to be gracious, 
giving their love freely even though we might think the other 
person doesn’t deserve it. Neighbors who are willing to reach 
out to family members, friends, in fact anyone, and offer them a 
word of encouragement, of understanding, of comfort, of 
compassion, of forgiveness. 
This kind of neighborliness isn’t just a once in a while thing, 
when it suits us, it is the full-time work of the Christian.  Jesus 
says to us, “You go, then, and do the same. Don’t just talk about 
it, do it!” 

For many people, the truth is, if our eternal life depended on the 
way we carry out Jesus’ command to “love God and to love 



others”, then without a doubt they would be doomed.  This 
command of Jesus to “go and do” reminds us just how much we 
need Jesus to be our Good Samaritan.  He is the one who took 
the risk for us and gave Himself over into the hands of His 
enemies and died on a cross.  He is a true neighbor to us and 
soothes our wounds of sin and failure, especially our failure to 
really love others.  He has paid the price for us to enter the bliss 
of eternal life.  He is a neighbor to us and gives us His love and 
forgives us, even though we are His enemies.  He is truly our 
Good Samaritan. 
Having experienced this overwhelming love that knows no 
boundaries, the Holy Spirit stirs within us the will to be like 
Christ to others.  Hopefully, we are all being stirred to take 
action, right now, as we hear again these words of Jesus, “Go, 
then, and do the same”.  God grant us the desire, the willingness, 
and the love, to be a true neighbor, a Good Samaritan, following 
the example set for us by Jesus the Christ. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


