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Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2; Luke 9:28-36 
 
 

What actually happened to Jesus on the mountain of 
Transfiguration that day?  Lets look at the story a little closer. 
 Jesus went away to pray as He so often did, and He invited 
Peter, James, and John to come with Him.  They went up a 
mountain, away from the crowds, and there Jesus began to pray. 
 We don’t know exactly what He prayed about, but we can guess 
that it may have been about the decision He knew He had to 
make very soon, the decision to go to Jerusalem and face His 
death. 
Actually, He was most likely praying about these things, and 
about what it meant for Him and His friends, when His face 
began to shine, and all around Him a bright light radiated, and in 
the midst of that light, two men, Moses and Elijah, representing 
the Law and the Prophets, appear and speak to Him.  We are told 
that they spoke to Jesus about all that was about to happen to 
Him in Jerusalem, and that Peter and James and John see this 
glorious moment happening to Jesus. 
Then, Moses and Elijah disappear.  As they go, the disciples try 
to prolong the special moment they have witnessed by 
suggesting to Jesus that they build some shelters for Him and 
Elijah and Moses.  It is likely that the disciples suggest this, not 
for their own sakes, but for the sake of the real Jesus that they 
knew, a Jesus who must often have gotten tired, a Jesus who 
must often have felt the need for rest, encouragement and 



support.  It was not to be however, for as with all special 
moments that God bestows on us, the moment passes on and the 
next moment of our life arrives. 
What happens next to Jesus and the three disciples is familiar to 
us.  As soon as Moses and Elijah depart, a cloud swoops over 
the place of transfiguration, bringing with it the ordinary world 
that we all know so well, the world of doubt and fear.  All that is 
left to the disciples of the moment of glory they have overseen 
and overhead, is a memory, and a voice that speaks to them from 
the cloud saying: “This is my Son whom I have chosen, listen to 
Him”.  It doesn't seem like much, but it is meant to be a great 
deal to be treasured by the three Disciples, and us. 
A clergy person told the following story while talking about his 
ministry at his retirement.  “It was my privilege to minister to, 
and talk to, two people in my first Parish who had experienced 
something of what Jesus experienced that day on the mountain. 
 One was aware that she was about to die, the other was 
experiencing a time of great trauma whereby he feared he would 
never walk again. In the midst of their prayers and their 
sufferings, their hopes and their worries, they had a moment that 
convinced them that everything would be as it should be, a 
moment in which so much peace was given to them, that it 
allowed them to say to their families, and to me, that everything 
would indeed work out as it was supposed to work out, as Jesus 
had said it would work out”. 
Some of us may have heard about, or experienced such 
moments, that sense that some people have had, that Jesus, or an 
angel, clothed in light, has come to them, and taken them by the 
hand, and showed to them that their present time of trial will 
pass, or showed them their approaching death, and the glory that 
lies beyond it.  It is a passing moment, but it leaves its impact on 



the person who experience it, it gives them the confidence to 
face what is coming, and the ability to tell others that all is as it 
should be, that light has come into the darkness and that while 
the darkness was very real, it is, and it will be at the end, 
overcome. 
We might call events like this a glimpse of glory.  These 
moments, these glimpses of glory, are gifts from God designed 
to help those who experience them, to continue on in the course 
of faithfulness that God has set for them, whether it be in living 
or in dying.  That is what the transfiguration was for Jesus, it 
was a time in which He was confirmed in His mission, a time in 
which He was encouraged to continue on in the confidence that 
God was with Him, and that the prophets were beside Him in all 
His joys and in all His sorrows. 
For the disciples who witnessed the moment given to Jesus, 
there was also a message, for them and for us.  The message that 
they, and all of us, should listen to Jesus, because He is the 
chosen Son of God.  The transfiguration of Jesus was also a 
moment that God gave to Him to strengthen Him for His own 
death. 
But this is not the only kind of glory we are able to glimpse in 
this life.  It is not just around death that we get to experience 
something special from God.  God gives to us, on occasion, 
other glimpses of glory. Think of Moses whose face shone with 
a special light whenever he entered the tabernacle to listen to 
God.  Think of Elijah who discovered God was still with him, in 
the still small voice.  Think of St. Paul who heard Jesus speaking 
to him as he traveled on the road to Damascus. 
These very special moments are still experienced in our time. 
 There are people who have felt the presence of God holding 
them up during a bedside communion service, as someone 



important to them received their last taste of the body and blood 
of Christ.  There are others who have realized that God has been 
by their side as they have struggled with an illness, or a crisis in 
their life. 
In the story of the transfiguration of Jesus there is a mystery, a 
mystery because it is a touch of the Divine, and we live in a very 
human world.  Every day of our life we should be looking for 
the presence of God in our life, to recognize the times we, like 
the disciples, have experienced, or overheard, someones time of 
transfiguration, and the times that we ourselves have, in fact, 
had a dream, or a vision, or an intuition, that has helped us, like 
it helped Jesus. 
As we go forth from this place today, let us stay the course, and 
do what it is that God has called us as individuals, and as a 
church, to do in our life. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


