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John 14:23 
 

A home is supposed to be a place of joy, security, comfort and 
love. Home is the place we like to be. It’s our resting place after 
a hard day.  Home is the place where we live. However, for 
some, home is a place of sorrow, insecurity, hurt, pain and 
abuse. For some, home is the place where they suffer to the 
point of death. 
Jesus and His disciples are sharing a meal on the day before 
Good Friday.  Jesus tells them that He will soon go away.  They 
ask Him if they can go with Him, but Jesus replies, “You cannot 
go where I am going”. “But we will be left alone”, the disciples 
replied.  Jesus tells the disciples that He and the Father come 
and live with them, in other words, They will make Their home 
with them”. This special home that Jesus is referring to here, 
provides us with everything necessary to be happy and secure, to 
receive comfort and love. 
Jesus isn’t only talking about being safe and secure in our 
heavenly home after our death.  He is especially talking about 
the here and now.  His disciples had a real fear of what would 
happen to them during their life in this world.  It was as if they 
knew that being a disciple after Jesus left, was not going to be 
easy.  They were living in a world that was hostile to the grace 
and love of God. 
Home with God is the place of shelter and protection; being 
nurtured and comforted; being able to retreat from the day’s 
problems and worries; being loved in spite of all our 



weaknesses.  The picture of being at home with God would have 
been particularly encouraging and strengthening for the disciples 
when they were anxious and stressed about how they would face 
so much hostility in the world. 
Jesus is also saying to us, “We will come and make our home 
with you”.  He is making us a very wonderful promise to be 
present with us; 
 to live with us and provide for our needs, as we journey through 
this life. 
 As we live in this world, He is dwelling with us; we are able to 
enjoy His closeness in the same way that He is close to the 
Father, a relationship He describes by saying, “The Father and I 
are one”. Now that’s real close.  It says something about how 
close Jesus is with us. 
In the midst of our insecure world; Jesus is our source of true 
security.  It can be said that He gives us small portions of 
eternity right now, as we journey through this life.  This happens 
whenever He gives us the physical, as well as the spiritual 
strength, to meet the challenges that confront us.  He gives us 
rest when we are weary of life, so that we can experience the 
freshness and newness of another day.  He is our center of 
retreat, when the world’s pain, problems and demands are 
closing in on us. In an often hostile, dangerous world, His 
hospitality is so wonderful and inviting.  What a marvellous 
promise, that Jesus and the Father have made their home with 
us! 

Jesus then adds to this picture of the security of home, by saying 
that the Father will send a Helper, a Counsellor, namely the Holy 
Spirit.  He will teach us what Jesus has said; He will nurture our 
faith and trust; and He will help us remember that we belong to 
God, we are members of His household and so are protected and 



cared for.  Then He goes on, “Peace is what I leave with you; it 
is my own peace that I give you.  I do not give it as the world 
does.  Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid”. 
Christ’s peace is a settled state of the heart, which outward 
conflicts cannot destroy. The peace that Christ gives comes from 
knowing that, whatever may happen, we have a Saviour who 
will never forsake us.  Even in the face of our worst sin, He will 
not forsake us.  He died for us.  Even when our life is in danger, 
we are at peace, because He has conquered death and He will 
never leave us. 
Sometimes peace is described as the absence of conflict, fear, 
trouble and suffering.  Peace is more than the absence of 
something.  Peace, true peace, is the presence of someone, and 
that someone is Jesus.  He has come to make His home with us, 
and that brings true peace into our lives. His love, forgiveness, 
protection, help, comfort, brings the peace we so much need in 
our troubled life.  Peace is knowing that Jesus will stand by us, 
and, according to St Paul, nothing in all creation will ever be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is ours through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
All this builds up to a wonderful picture of being at home with 
God; secure and safe, nurtured and cared for.  We do not have to 
be paralyzed by our fears and troubles.  God makes a home 
within our lives, a home of love, security, joy, peace, confidence 
and hope. 
This word from Jesus today is truly a great one, especially when 
we are being harassed, and feel helpless, in the face of life’s 
difficulties.  But there is a danger that this warm cosy picture 
will send us to sleep instead of getting out there and showing our 
love, sharing our faith, using our abilities to serve God and our 
fellow human beings, helping in the many tasks that arise in a 



congregation, we feel so comfortable and secure at home with 
God, that we see no reason to do anything else. 
When that happens, we can be sure that is Satan’s way of 
stopping God’s work in the world, of tricking Jesus’ disciples 
into inactivity.  This kind of inactivity is the greatest danger that 
faces the church today.  It is this kind of inactivity that has 
caused the demise of congregations, and is always a threat to 
any congregation.  The church is the place where we are made to 
feel at peace, loved and forgiven, but God gives us that peace 
and love to enable us to cope with the challenges of doing His 
work, speaking His Word, loving others, helping in the Church, 
or whatever may come our way.  His peace and love are not 
given to send us to sleep, but to send us out to do His work.  His 
peace and love are given to move us to pass on that same peace 
and love to others.  He gives us security in His home so that we 
can make a difference in the world, and in the church, and in the 
lives of others. 
We have a Saviour who has died for us, who gave His life to 
forgive us, who has claimed us as members of His own family in 
baptism, and given us His peace.  He has given us a peace that 
surpasses all human understanding.  May we know the peace 
and presence of God in our lives. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


