
 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 
 

A rich young man came to Jesus and asked what he must do to 
inherit eternal life?  Jesus told him to go sell everything he have 
and give the proceeds to the poor.  We are told that the young 
man went away sad because he was very rich. 
Jesus isn’t against having wealth, or owning lots of things. 
 What Jesus is saying is that being blessed with lots of material 
possessions can get in the way of living a life that is focused on 
Him and the kingdom of God. Jesus isn’t just talking about 
millionaires, and the big business people, He is talking to 
ordinary people like us who are in danger of being so focused on 
the good things of this world, that we lose sight of what is truly 
important. 
The young man in our Gospel today had everything.  He was 
well to do, he had a good income, he had food on his table every 
night, in fact he could probably afford to dine out whenever it 
pleased him and possibly he had a holiday house overlooking 
the Sea of Galilee.  He had everything. Well almost everything. 
 “One thing you lack.  Go sell everything you have and give it to 
the poor and you will have treasure in heaven”, Jesus said. 
 However, the young man couldn’t do that.  He was trapped by 
all the things which he had surrounded himself with in life.  He 
couldn’t surrender the first place in his heart to Jesus.  That 
place was already filled with his possessions.  And he went away 
sad.  The young man may have had everything, but he lacked the 
most important thing of all.  He still needed the treasure that is 
more valuable than any other possession, and that is Jesus 



Christ. 
This teaching of Jesus goes against worldy beliefs.  Doesn’t the 
world judge a person as successful when he/she has a big house, 
or flashy car or successful career?  Aren’t people judged by the 
way they dress, the way they run their business, and by their 
popularity and fame?  When the world talks about security it 
talks about the comfortable lifestyle a person has and his/her 
ability to win friends and influence people because of their 
wealth and successes. 
We say without thinking that we don’t want to get left behind in 
the race for material things.  It’s so easy to become fearful that if 
we don’t put material things first in our lives, then we will 
somehow be disadvantaged. Jesus is not saying that material 
possessions are wrong, but is getting us thinking about what our 
true priorities are. 
We may become great in the eyes of the world, but when our 
priorities are all wrong, then, as far as the kingdom of God is 
concerned, we are the poorest of the poor. Jesus is not just 
talking about material things, He is talking about anything that 
gets in the way of putting Jesus first in our lives.  He includes 
our leisure activities, our work, our hobbies, our sport etc. 
 When we misuse the gifts God has given us, and regard them as 
more important than the Creator, then they become a curse.  A 
beautiful house is good, having money is good, but when these 
become our focus, they squeeze Jesus out of first place. 
We all get it wrong, whether we are rich or poor, we are 
constantly in danger of filling our hearts with everything else 
except Jesus.  We should honour, love, and trust God more than 
anything else.  In fact, if we kept this one commandment 
perfectly, then there would be no sin in our lives, or in our 
world.  Our honour, love and trust for God would not allow us to 



put anything as more important than God and our relationship 
with him, and that includes worshiping him, praying to him, 
reading and studying his Word, doing deeds of love and 
kindness for others.  Because we carry a load of sin on our backs 
we are like camels trying to squeeze through the eye of a needle 
- an impossibility. 
Jesus looked at His disciples straight in the eye and answered 
their question of “who can be saved then”? saying, “This is 
impossible for a human being, but not for God; everything is 
possible for God”.  The only way we can possibly enter the 
kingdom of God is to be pulled through that needle’s eye by 
God.  He loves us, He sent his Son to die for us, so that we could 
be forgiven for all of our sins against the First Commandment 
and for all of the sins that have put other things first before 
Jesus.  Jesus says, “All those who live and believe in him will 
have eternal life”.  He is saying 

put your whole trust in Me, rely on Me, pray to Me, listen to Me 
through what I say to you though the Bible, worship Me in My 
Church, happily offer your help to those who need it, live your 
life always conscious that you are a special and precious 
member of My family.  If this is our priority then the other 
things that are important to us will fall into their right place. 
We should always asking ourselves that when it comes to getting 
into the kingdom of God, are we all weighed down with the 
problems, and worries of our material possessions that are in 
danger of taking control of our life?  Do we have Jesus in first 
place in our life, or are there all sorts of other things that squeeze 
Him out? 

There are times when we are more aware of the way we have 
dismissed Jesus in our lives, but today let’s hear Jesus speaking 
to all of us.  We are told Jesus loved the rich man who had 



everything upside down in his life.  He loves us. There can be no 
doubt about that. On the cross he demonstrated just how much 
He loves us, and at our baptism we experienced that love as He 
forgave us for all of our selfishness and our misplaced priorities. 
 He welcomed us into His kingdom.  He now challenges us to 
look at ourselves, and our lives, and take note of how often we 
are like camels trying to get through the eye of a needle. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, let’s confess 
our sin, trust God who welcomes us into His kingdom, and live 
as people who know and appreciate what God has done for us. 
 This will change our life.  God can do what is impossible! 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


