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Mark 8:27-38 
 

One day as Jesus and the disciples were walking, Jesus asked a 
question: “Who do the people say I am”?  The disciples 
answered, “Some say you are John the Baptist.  Others say you 
are Elijah or one of the prophets come back to life”. 
Then Jesus made the question more personal: “Who do you say 
that I am”?  There was probably a moment of silence as they all 
waited for one of the others to say what they all suspected, but 
dare not answer.  Then Peter, the bold one, the chief Apostle 
said, “You are the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed one of 
God”, and Jesus said, “You are right, now don’t you dare tell 
anyone”! 

Now why did Jesus tell them not to tell anyone?  One would 
think that He would tell them to spread the word that the 
Messiah had come, but instead He told them to keep quiet. 
 Some think it was because Jesus wanted time to reeducate the 
disciples before they started spreading this great news.  He 
wanted to teach them what God’s plan was for the Messiah.  The 
disciples were sure they already understood God’s plan for the 
Messiah because the Rabbis had taught them well. 
According to the religious understanding of that day, the world 
would get worse and worse, spiraling down into a moral and 
spiritual pit. Finally, when things could get no worse, God 
would send Elijah back to prepare the way of the Messiah.  Then 
God’s Messiah would arrive like a knight in shining armor.  He 



would be a great warrior king, one who comes with political and 
military might to physically crush his enemies.  He would unite 
the people in a great battle against whoever oppressed God’s 
people, and destroy them.  Then He would take His throne in 
Jerusalem and rule Israel in peace and prosperity.  It would be 
like the “good old days” when David was king. 
Well, things had gotten pretty bad.  The Romans had were 
occupying the county.  Pagan ideas and their culture were 
corrupting the people.  Even the high priest was under the thumb 
of a pagan power.  Maybe the time had come for the Messiah to 
make war on the Romans and conquer them. 
Jesus had to straighten out all their misconceptions about the 
Messiah before too many realized who He was.  If the people 
found out He was the Messiah before they got it straight, it 
would be a disaster.  They had already tried to make him King 
once.  If they discovered that He was the Messiah, with their 
misunderstanding of Messiah, they might raise an army and try 
to draft Him as supreme commander.  Hundreds or thousands 
would die senselessly.  So Jesus explained to His disciples God’s 
plan for the Messiah.  “The Messiah must go through great 
suffering.  Even the elders and religious authorities will reject 
Him.  He will be killed, and in three days rise again”.  Jesus 
didn’t mince His words, but got straight to the point. 
This was the opposite of everything the disciples had been 
taught. God’s anointed king would never suffer and die!  No, 
God’s Messiah would have the power of the Almighty and 
would conquer! So Peter rebuked Jesus.  He didn’t suggest that 
Jesus was mistaken, he rebuked Him.  “No Jesus.  You’re dead 
wrong on that one”.  And Jesus rebuked him back, “Get out of 
here!  You are thinking like men, not like God”. 
Jesus noticed that Peter was defining victory and life in human 



terms, not in God’s terms.  Jesus had given them God’s 
definition of Messiah, one who suffers, dies, and rises, now He 
would give them God’s definition of victory.  And He let the 
crowds in on this one: “If any want to be my followers let them 
take up their cross and follow me”.  Take up a cross? Only 
thieves and criminals take up a cross.  The Bible says, “Cursed 
is the one who hangs on a tree”.  What could Jesus mean? 

Jesus continued, “For those who seek to save their life will lose 
it, yet those who lose their life for Me and the Gospel will save 
it”.  That contradicts logic that says if we want to save our life, 
we should fight and kill to preserve it.  But, Jesus says the way 
to life is through death. 
“For what do you gain if you gain the whole world and lose your 
life”.  Aha, maybe Jesus means that true life is not found in 
political or military power, but in spiritual power.  God will 
conquer the Romans and the evil of our world, but not with a 
sword.  Maybe Jesus will conquer it by dying?  But how can 
someone defeat the Romans by dying?  What’s this cross got to 
do with it?  Did He say something about rising again?  We can 
be sure that many walked away from that assembly very 
puzzled. 
Jesus asked his disciples some questions, so let us ask ourselves 
some questions.  Why do people come to church?  Let’s make 
that more personal: Why do we come to church?  In some sense, 
we all come here because we want to live.  Like Peter, we have 
recognized that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God and 
we believe that Jesus can give us eternal life, abundant life in the 
here and now and in the here after.  And so we come here to 
learn and follow Jesus in the way of life. 
But, Jesus says, “If you want to follow Me you must take up an 
instrument of torture and death; a cross.  Because if you try to 



hold on to life, you will lose it, but if you surrender your life for 
Me and the Gospel, you will have true life.  After all, what good 
is it to gain the whole world and never really live”? 

Maybe abundant life is not about all the things people often 
think it is.  Maybe “the good life” is not being materially well 
off, or even comfortable.  Maybe “living large” isn’t about 
having leisure time to think about the mysteries of the world. 
 Maybe abundant living does not depend on being in good 
health, or being on good terms with everyone. 
If we want real life we should follow Jesus’ example, to take up 
the pastime of suffering for others, of picking up the shame and 
rejection of others, and placing it on our shoulders to help them 
bear it to a hill of forgiveness.  Maybe we should follow Jesus 
by putting our self interest aside and dying for another. Maybe 
then we will know what it really means to live. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


