
 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY - YEAR B 

 

 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:6-14; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
 

The very first words of Jesus when he met Simon Peter and his 
brother Andrew on the shores of the Sea of Galilee were, 
 "Follow me, and I will make you a fisher of people."  Most of 
us know that.  But how many know what the last words of Jesus 
to Simon Peter were by the sea of Galilee just before Jesus 
ascended into heaven?  His very last words to Peter were 
basically the same as the first:  "Feed my sheep, Follow me." 

The calling to all of God's children, is the same as that of Peter: 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.  Follow me 
and feed my sheep.” 

 Jesus’ call to Simon and Andrew involved far more than 
they, and we today, realize. To follow Jesus they gave up their 
jobs and means of supporting their families.  How often do we 
drop everything and follow immediately when God calls?  We 
tend to be reluctant, we drag our feet, and we are annoyed when 
God doesn’t do what we think God should do.  We have lots of 
excuses about why we can’t do it that way, or why we can’t do it 
now.  Often God’s plans for us have very little to do with our 
own plans, and they are usually an inconvenience.  It’s not what 
we had planned, they way we thought things would work out, or 
what we thought we would do with our lives.  Sometimes, like 
Jonah in our Old Testament reading, we just simply don’t want 
to do it. 
When God calls, people are often left scratching their heads, 
wondering what the reason is behind the task we have been 



challenged to take up, when there are heaps of other people who 
could do it as well as, or even better, than we can.  We don’t 
consider ourselves to be giants in the faith, just ordinary people. 
 What is more, we have other plans.  We have responsibilities. 
 Our response is usually, “Who me?”, or “Why me?” 

We have been called to obedience and faith through the water of 
baptism.  In our baptism, Jesus declares that he is our Saviour 
and Lord, and calls us to follow him; he has challenged us to 
trust his wisdom in calling us to be disciples with a special 
mission, and to believe his promises to help us.   He has called 
us to obedience and to follow him wherever that call might take 
us.  He has called us to be his love and his presence in other 
people’s lives, at those times when they need assurance and help 
the most.   When Jesus claims us as his brothers and sisters, he 
expects us to respond with lives of faith and obedience. 
The calling we receive from God is twofold.  The first aspect of 
our calling is to enter into a relationship with Jesus that is one of 
complete and utter trust, to come to Him as He asks us to come 
and to give to Him our weariness, our burdens, our anxieties, 
and to receive from Him  those things He wants to give us - 
peace, hope, joy, truth, love, strength, wisdom, to come to Him 
and to follow Him wherever He leads, even if it be to a cross. 
 To come to Him and to learn from Him.  To come to Him and to 
live in Him and have Him live in us.  To come to Him and to be 
made new by Him and in Him. 
That is not easy because it demands of us more than most people 
are willing to give.  It demands discipline and a determination to 
indeed make Christ the centre of our lives.  It demands of us the 
resolve to do those things that our Lord asks us to do, to go 
wherever our Lord leads us, even if that involves leaving behind 
things precious and dear to us, even if that involves doing things 



we think we can't do, or wish that we would not have to do. 
Our call to be disciples and our life as disciples is perhaps best 
described as a choice between living like everybody else, or 
living in the way Christ shows us to live: living in the way of the 
cross, knowing that this will lead us, as well, to the resurrection. 
Peter, Andrew and all the rest were told over and over again by 
Jesus that they must chose, and that all who would follow Him 
must choose between pursuing their own desires and wants, and 
His cross. 
The second aspect of our calling is apostleship which flows forth 
from our discipleship.  Those who are called to follow, are also 
sent forth. They are given a ministry, what Paul calls the 
ministry of reconciliation, and told to feed Christ's sheep, to fish 
for people, to be Christ’s ambassadors, to allow God to make his 
appeal to all humankind through us.  That is not a hard thing, 
though it may involve hardships.  That is not a difficult thing, 
though it may involve difficulties. 
It flows forth from our discipleship; it flows forth from the 

fact that as we follow Jesus we are made new in Him, by His 
power we are equipped and made ready to do all that we are 
called to do, we are made to be, as Paul puts it in our epistle 
reading today, "the righteousness of God", we are made to be 
people who embody the saving love of God, and who share it. 
 When we join God’s team, when we follow Christ day by day, 
God equips us, God empowers us, God uses us, God supports 
us, God helps us.  We are all called to the ministry of 
reconciliation.  And we are all equipped to carry out that 
ministry.  We are made, by the power of Christ within us, to be 
the salt of the earth, we are made, by our daily choosing to 
follow Christ, the light of the world. 
All of us are called, each in our own way, to follow and to serve, 



to be made new in Christ, and to allow Christ to speak through 
us, to allow God to act within us and to reach out and touch 
others using our hands, our hearts, our words.   When we follow 
Christ we learn from Him and obey Him, when we allow Him to 
come in and live in us, and then go out and carry Him to the 
world, great things happen, no matter who we think we are, or 
who others might think us to be. 
`In the so-called dark night of the soul that our friends, our 
neighbours, our co-workers, might be experiencing, the light we 
have because we are disciples of Christ, might be the most 
important thing in their lives.  We are called to let it shine. 
Our Christian life revolves around two poles, discipleship, that 
is following Christ, and apostleship, which is carrying Christ 
into the world.  May we indeed be fully resolved to follow Him, 
and live up to our calling as fishers of people, as ones who feed 
his sheep. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


