
 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

 
Mark 1:4-11 
 

In Mark’s account of Jesus' baptism, we are told that heaven 
opened up.  There are numerous occasions of the windows of 
heaven opening in the Old Testament. 
When the windows of heaven are mentioned we get a glimpse of 
 who God is.  When the windows of heaven open there are no 
barriers between earth and heaven and our prayers freely ascend 
and divine blessings descend without hindrance. 
However, at the time of Jesus, people believed the windows of 
heaven had been closed.  Longingly they looked back to the 
stories of the Old Testament when there was a good deal of 
communication between heaven and earth. It seemed that the 
windows of heaven were always open in those blessed days. 
However, now it seemed that the heavens were closed. This 
made the promise of the Messiah even more important, because 
surely then the windows of heaven would be open again and 
God would pour down new blessings on his people. 
People gathered at the Jordan River wondering if John was the 
one who would once again open the windows of heaven for his 
people.  They saw Jesus baptized by John and immediately the 
heavens were opened and the Spirit came down like a dove on 
Jesus of Nazareth.  Then the voice of God spoke from the 
heavens, sayin: "You are my own dear Son.  I am pleased with 
you".  The waiting and longing were over.  The gates of heaven 
were now wide open. 
Today, we often hear a comment like this when the topic of God 



comes up.  "Maybe there is some kind of a God.  I believe there 
is some kind of a power that keeps the world going and maybe 
that’s God.  But if that is the case, God must be so far away that 
the affairs of this world are of little importance to him.  When I 
hear of children being blown to bits in a senseless bombing 
attack, or people dying of starvation or innocent people being 
murdered on the streets of our own cities, I see no sign of God’s 
presence; I hear no word from God. It is as if he doesn’t exist.  If 
he did, surely he would do something about the mess our world 
is in." 

The people of Jesus’ time likely felt something similar.  They 
had been subjected to harsh Roman rule.  Babies were 
massacred in Bethlehem by their own king.  The temple had 
been corrupted as a place of worship and yet God did nothing 
about it.  It was as if the windows of heaven were closed and 
God couldn’t even see what was going on. 
The disciples probably felt the same way when they saw Jesus 
nailed to a cross.  They saw his agony, they heard his cries, they 
saw him breathe his last breath, but the heavens were silent.  Not 
a word from God.  It was as if God had closed the window and 
let Jesus die at the hands of evil people. Is it that many people 
don’t believe in God because they don’t see any evidence that 
God has anything to do with our world, or is it because they 
don’t recognize God's voice and what he does for them? 
 Remember that John the Baptist saw the heavens open and 
believed, but many to whom he told this didn’t believe and he 
lost his head over it. 
Throughout history there have been many accounts of lives 
being saved, or spared, because of events that are beyond our 
human ability and understanding.  Could we say about these 
events that the heavens were opened and God intervened once 



again in human history.  John the Baptist and many who 
experienced such events would say, of course, the heavens 
opened and there was a connection between God and 
humankind.  They experienced God reaching down to them and 
showing them his love and grace, as they realized that God had 
come down for them.  
Jesus is real.  His love is real.  He wants all people to know that 
their sins have been dealt with, and that he has made it possible 
for God and humans to be connected.  He came so that we can 
enjoy the presence of God in our lives as we battle the storms 
and dangers that come our way. 
Isn’t it still like this for us?  The windows of heaven are opened. 
Jesus’ life and death embody the opening of the heavens. 
 Absolutely open!  God with us!  The heavens open and we get a 
glimpse of God through Jesus’ love for people, His teaching 
through the parables;his healing of the sick, his touching of 
lepers, eating at the table with sinners; his embrace of those who 
were considered unacceptable; His last supper with His friends, 
His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane; His betrayal, arrest, 
abuse, torture, and His staggering to Golgotha; His crucifixion 
and His concern for a thief at His side, His death and burial, and 
then the wonder of Easter Day and His living presence among 
His disciples. Jesus opens the heavens and shows us the heart of 
God the Father. 
No matter what our feelings are telling us at any particular 
moment, the heavens are definitely open, declares the Gospel. 
 No matter what our mood, the heavens are open. 
There may be times when we feel that the windows of heaven 
are shut.  We may have grey times, when the feeling of God’s 
absence blots out any warmth that we might get from His Son. 
 We may feel that way, but in truth the heavens are never closed. 



 Never!  In and through Christ they are open!  Away with the 
negative feelings we may sometimes have! Away with our 
moods!  Those feelings don’t determine the status of the 
windows of heaven or God's relationship with us.  That has been 
determined by Christ Jesus.  God's promises, the grace of Jesus 
Christ, the Spirit, our adoption by God as His children in 
baptism and every day, and the gift of Jesus’ body and blood in 
the sacrament, assure us that heaven’s windows are never shut. 
 God's loving heart is always available. 
When Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened and a dove came 
down on Him.  Ever since that, the heavens have been open and 
God's Spirit comes down on us to challenge us to deal with 
some aspect of our lives, to offer us support in our struggles, to 
give us comfort in our grief, to assure us of his grace and mercy, 
to challenge us to respond with faith and obedience. 
In Jesus, the words of the prophet come true, "I will open the 
windows of heaven and flood you with blessing after blessing". 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


