
 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

 

 
Matthew 17:1-13 
 

A lawyer was defending a man accused of murder in a difficult 
case with a lot of circumstantial evidence.  In his summing up 
speech, he said: “Ladies and Gentlemen of the jury, you must 
find my client not guilty of murder if there is the slightest doubt 
in your minds that he is not the murderer.  And now I have one 
final witness.  The true murderer is about to walk through the 
door.”  The jury looked toward the door, but no one came in. 
 The lawyer continued: “You see, Ladies and Gentlemen, there is 
doubt in your minds, otherwise you would not have looked 
towards the door.” 

Five hours later the jury  came back with a “Guilty” verdict. 
 The lawyer was furious and said, “you all looked at the door 
proving you have doubt, how can you possibly find him guilty?” 
One man in the jury said: “As everyone looked towards the 
door, I noticed your client did not look towards the door because 
he knows he is guilty and noone was coming through the door”. 
Our Gospel reading today is all about a star witness who did 
appear.  He came to answer the question that was on everyone’s 
lips: “Who is Jesus?”  Who was this star witness?  He was none 
other than God the Father, who answered the question by 
revealing Jesus’ glory to the disciples Peter, James and John on 
the mountain of Transfiguration. God said to listen to him. Jesus 
is God’s Son and we need to listen to him. 
The Gospel reading today is known as the story of the 
Transfiguration.  It refers to the “remarkable transformation that 
once took place in the appearance of Jesus.” 



This event took place because just before this in Matthew’s 
Gospel, the crowds had been asking: Who is Jesus?  Actually, 
His own disciples were asking the same question.  The question 
“Who is this Jesus” was burning on everyone’s lips. 
In the previous Chapter, Matthew 16, we see human responses 
to the question. Now in Chapter 17 we see a divine response. 
God the Father wanted to answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” 
definitely, once and for all. 
Let us look at the Transfiguration in more detail.  At the 
Transfiguration, three major events occurred namely: Jesus’ 
appearance was transformed; Moses and Elijah appeared with 
him on the mountain; and God the Father spoke to the disciples. 
 And all of these were part of the Father’s response to the 
question: Who is Jesus? 

Let us look at the first significant event, the actual 
Transfiguration. Jesus led Peter, James and John up a high 
mountain, probably Mount Hermon, near Caesarea Philippi. 
 “There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became white as light.” 

Part of the Father’s response to the question: "Who is Jesus?" 
was to reveal Jesus in his full glory.  Jesus’ face shone like the 
sun and his clothes became dazzling white. 
You may recall a similar incident that occurred in the Old 
Testament. Moses came down the Mountain, having been in the 
presence of God, and his face shone so much, reflecting the 
glory of God, that he had to wear a veil.  In the same way as the 
glory of God was reflected in Moses, so God the Father revealed 
to Peter, James and John, Jesus in his glory.  God the Father 
gave the disciples clear visual evidence of who Jesus is. 
The second significant event that happened at the 
Transfiguration was that Moses and Elijah suddenly appeared 



and began talking with Jesus.  Moses and Elijah represent the 
Law and the Prophets, our Old Testament, and it significant that 
after God the Father had spoken, Moses and Elijah disappeared, 
and Jesus alone remained.  As one Bible Commentator put it: 
 The Law and the Prophets have served their turn and passed 
away.  He, who is the fulfillment of both, remains. 
Another aspect of God the Father’s answer to the question, 
“Who is Jesus”, is that Jesus is the one who will replace the Old 
Covenant.  A new era is on the horizon.  The Old Covenant, 
represented by Moses and Elijah is going to pass away, and the 
new Covenant is going to come, through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  This new covenant is a relationship with 
Jesus. 
The third significant event that happened at the Transfiguration 
was that God the Father told the disciples “Who Jesus is”.  But 
even as Peter spoke, a bright cloud came over them and a voice 
from the cloud said, "This is my Son and I am fully pleased with 
Him. Listen to him."  The disciples were terrified and fell face 
down on the ground.  Jesus came over to them and touched them 
and said “Get up, don’t be afraid”. And when they looked, they 
saw only Jesus with them. 
It is interesting that when God the Father spoke, He simply said 
“This is my Son, and I am fully pleased with Him listen to him”. 
Who is Jesus?  God the Father tells us that Jesus is His Son. 
 Jesus is revealed here as God the Son. 
So, what does this mean for of all this for us today?  God the 
Father’s final three words were: “Listen to Jesus” and when God 
the Father had finished speaking, Elijah and Moses were gone. 
 Jesus remained.  This speaks of the importance of Jesus.  It is 
interesting that God the Father did not say “Listen to Jesus and 
Moses and Elijah”.  He just simply said “Listen to Jesus.” 



Jesus made some outstanding claims.  For example, He said “I 
am the way, the Truth and the Life.  No one come to the Father 
EXCEPT by me”.  There is no other way to God than through 
Jesus.  We don’t have to follow all kinds of rules and regulations 
in order to get to heaven.  It is not a matter of being good. 
 Rather it is a matter of coming through Christ. 
The question for all of us today, both as a church and as 
individuals, is:  Who do we think Jesus is?  If we believe what 
God the Father said, then the challenge is, are we prepared to 
listen to what Jesus has to say in our lives. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


