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Who is Jesus?   In Sunday School we learned that Jesus was 
someone very special.  In Confirmation classes our thinking 
expanded to include the idea that Jesus was not just a man, but 
was also God.  His birth, life, death and resurrection were all 
part of God’s plan to save all of us from sin and death. 
For some, it was only as an adult that the question ‘Who is 
Jesus?’ became important.  We may not have fully understood 
things that we learned as teens, but we listened and learned it. 
 We trusted our parents, clergy and teachers, who taught us 
about Jesus, were not leading us on.  We witnessed their faith 
and sincerity, and this led us to believe that this must be 
important. In our own way we came to know and trust Jesus. 
It often happens that our answer to the question ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
is different depending on what is happening in our lives at any 
given moment.  When we are feeling depressed because of the 
way sin has affected and infected our lives, Jesus is our Forgiver 
and Saviour.  When we are feeling vulnerable and weak because 
of sickness, ongoing medical issues, and life threatening surgery, 
Jesus is our comforter and strength to endure what is seemingly 
impossible to endure.  When we are afraid, or feeling alone, 
harassed or depressed, Jesus is love, God’s care, God’s hand 
around us holding us and supporting us.  When death is 



approaching, we see Jesus as the one who extends his hand to 
walk with us, and welcome us into our heavenly home.  His 
presence removes fear, and we are willing to go with him. 
 When we have a sick child, an aging parent, a dying friend, we 
see Jesus as their guardian and helper in their time of need. 
There may be times when we ask ourselves ‘Who is Jesus?’ and 
the darkness of our circumstances leads us to call out, “I don’t 
know.  I wish I could see him more clearly!  I want to know him, 
but the darkness around me blocks him from my view”.  At 
times like this we go back to verses from the Bible, or to the 
Catechism we were required to learn for Confirmation, and use 
those words to remind ourselves who Jesus is and what he 
means to us. 
It’s all about the relationship between Jesus and us and that’s 
how we answer the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’  The question of 
who Jesus is, is answered best by describing what Jesus means 
to us in the everyday circumstances of our lives. 
A young man graduated from High School and went to 
university. During his undergraduate years he became 
disenchanted with the church after experiencing the effect a 
conflict in a congregation had on his parents.  He became, in his 
own words, “sort of a Christian, but one who didn’t actually 
practice Christianity, a believer but not a doer”.  In the 1980s he 
became an expert in East-West business relations and attended a 
conference in the Soviet Union where he got into a conversation 
with a female delegate from the Soviet Bloc.  You are a 
Christian”, the Soviet woman said, “I am an atheist.  Tell me, 
what difference does your belief in God make in the way you 
vote, the way you spend your money?  Tell me, when is the last 
time that you did something because you stopped and asked 
yourself, ‘What does God want me to do in this case?’” 



The young man was stunned.  He said, “I realised that though I 
believed like a believer, I lived like an atheist.”  It was a 
stunning moment of honest recognition for him as he reflected 
on this conversation.  He claimed to be a Christian, but his 
Christianity had no effect on the way he lived his life. 
 Eventually he was led back to a vibrant and active Christian 
faith. 
If we believe that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”, then what difference does that make to how we live? 
 The Christian life of each of us resembles that of Peter in our 
Gospel reading for today. There's a confession of faith, which 
we make, or our baptismal sponsors make on our behalf.  We 
affirm our commitment to being disciples of Jesus at our 
Confirmation, and again confess our faith in the Triune God 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  But it seems that no matter how 
much sincerity and commitment we have at that moment, life 
becomes a series of either falling short of this confession of 
faith, or living out its implications. 
There are times when we feel close to Jesus, and we are ready to 
do anything to further the work he has given us to do, and, like 
Peter at the Last Supper, we boldly declare, “I will never let you 
down, Jesus.  I would rather die than let my confession be mere 
words and empty promises”.  But there are other times when we 
realize that the way we live our lives is in stark contrast to what 
we confess about Jesus. 
We confess that Jesus is our Saviour and our Lord, and that in 
him, and with him, we have received new lives, a new way of 
seeing people and the world around us, a new set of values and 
attitudes, a new way of dealing with people as the Holy Spirit 
works in us love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, humility and self-control, 



 but none of this has any effect whatsoever on the choices we 
make and the way we interact with others. 
Putting our confession that Jesus is our Saviour and Lord as 
central in our life is not easy.  The confession, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God” involves more than talking 
the talk, it also involves walking the walk; in other words, 
matching what we do with what we say.  It involves sacrifice, 
commitment, dedication, sticking to what we believe, and 
making choices which are centered on our confession that Jesus 
is our Lord and Saviour. 
That is the constant challenge for us as Christians, and we 
readily admit we get it wrong far too often.  Jesus knows that we 
are not that different from Peter.  We know what the right thing 
to do is, yet our sinful human nature gets in the way. 
 Thankfully, we have a loving and gracious God.  He forgave 
Peter, and he forgives us freely too.  That encourages us and 
gives us the confidence to make our confession of “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God”real in everything we say 
and do. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


