
 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

 
John 9 
 

"As he walked along, Jesus saw a man blind from his birth. And 
his disciples asked him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?'"  Their question may seem very 
offensive to us modern people, but they didn't know any better. 
 They were merely reiterating what they had been taught when 
they were growing up. 
Most people in Jesus' day believed that all sickness and injury 
was the result of sin.  The obvious problem with this 
understanding is that it didn't account for the sickness and 
suffering of the innocent, especially those who where born 
disabled or sick.  They believed that birth defects were the result 
of the parent's sin, or it was the result of some sin committed by 
the disabled person in the womb.  This understanding would fit 
if a mother takes drugs or drinks during pregnancy that may 
cause birth defects.  Most illness or birth defects are not the 
result of sin. God simply would not make an infant blind 
because of some infraction by the parents, and the idea that an 
unborn baby can sin is ridiculous. 
Jesus' response to this question is one that everyone needs to 
hear. Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in 
him."  Then Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud from the 
dust of the earth and the water from his mouth and covered the 
man's eyes with it.  He told the man to go to the pool and wash 
his eyes and he could see for the first time in his life. 



The symbolic nature of Jesus putting mud and spit into the 
man’s eyes would have been apparent to any Jewish believer in 
Christ.  In the beginning the Father had taken the dust of the 
earth and with the breath of his mouth breathed life into the first 
human.  In the same way Jesus took the dust of the earth and 
repeated this act of God to bring sight to a blind man, one of the 
reasons why Jesus said He had been sent. 
Remember: Jesus had said that the man was blind so that God 
might be made manifest.  Jesus was God in the flesh, and that 
man's blindness was an opportunity for Jesus to reveal who he 
was.  He was God's only begotten Son with the power of 
creation at his command. 
But the Pharisees couldn't see it.  They were blinded by their 
own petty little concerns.  Instead of praising God for giving 
sight to the blind, they complained about the Sabbath being 
broken.  Instead of asking themselves if this healer might be the 
Messiah, they bickered over whether he was even Godly or not. 
 The Pharisees failed to see that Jesus is the truth, in the flesh. 
 But in the end the man born blind sees clearly that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 
This man's physical blindness becomes an opportunity for God 
to help people see spiritually.  Not only where his physical eyes 
made to see, but our spiritual eyes are made to see because of 
him. The reality of Spiritual blindness remained however.  The 
man's physical blindness may not have been the result of sin, but 
the Pharisees' spiritual blindness and our spiritual blindness is 
the result of sin. 
The man born blind is a model for us to learn from.  Our 
adversities, our trials, our illnesses are not always punishment 
for sin.  We need to be honest with ourselves when we bring 
trouble upon ourselves and confess those sins.  Our troubles are 



opportunities for God to be made known through us.  That is the 
way God works.  He takes our disadvantages and turns them into 
advantages.   He takes the negatives in our lives and turns them 
into positives.  He takes our disabilities and turns them into 
opportunities.  He takes our blindness and uses it to help us see 
things much more important than sunsets. 
Where would we be without the witness of people whose illness 
is not the result of sin, whom God has made into witnesses of 
righteousness. Where would we be without the inspired writings 
of St. Paul who had a thorn in the flesh.  God took their 
disabilities and disadvantages and turned them into blessings for 
all who would see them. 
It is easy to see Jesus, to reflect Jesus, in the serenity of the 
church on Sunday.  It is quite another to make Jesus known 
when our feet hurt, when the kids are screaming, when the 
spouse is neglectful, when our financial situation is poor, and 
when we are caught in a traffic jam.  But that is exactly where 
Jesus paused, stopped, saw, healed.  Those ordinary places are 
the places of God’s work in us. 
The next time we see a person born blind, or someone with no 
arms, or a child with spinabifita, or a person with Down's 
Syndrome: don't ask, "What did they do to deserve that?"  Never 
forget that if any human deserves punishment, we all do, 
because we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
 Remember what Jesus said to his disciples; "It is not for sin, but 
that God may be made known."  And look at the persons that 
have been mentioned earlier, as a person, and allow God to open 
our eyes to the wonderful truths we have always been blind to. 
The next time we come face to face with our own disability, our 
own pain, our own sickness, don't ask, "What did I do to deserve 
this?"  Odds are we are not being punished.  Just lift our 



deformities and sicknesses to the one who came to bring sight to 
the blind. He may cure us, like he did the man born blind, or he 
may let us stay as we are like St. Paul with his thorn in the flesh. 
 But either way, he will take our lack of abilities and lack of 
strength, and turn them into spiritual blessing for ourselves and 
others.  Jesus wants us to pause, to stop, to notice what is right 
in front of us every day as we get caught up in our busyness. 
When we truly see, we are given new eyes, new insight, new 
vision, new understanding.  Seeing through the eyes of Jesus can 
be life changing.  What do we fail to see in our world?  Where 
do we pass by when we need to stop and see Jesus?  How can 
we use our own weaknesses to become holy?  And how can we 
see what is holy in what is broken around us, in ourselves, and 
in others? 

Let us make an effort every day to see through the eyes of Jesus. 
 Let us pray to see Jesus in each face we meet, each life we pass 
in our daily busyness. 
 

 
AMEN. 

 


